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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1832 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG SY 

SUBJECT: U.S. OIL COMPANIES IN SYRIA 

REF: DAMASCUS 0721 

1 . AT RECENT LUNCHEON FOR VISITING MOBIL VP MASSAD, 

EMBOFF HAD DISCUSSION WITH MUHAMMED AL-GAZZAR, MANAGER 
OF TRANSWORLD OIL COMPANY'S EGYPT OPERATION, WHO HAS ALSO 
BEEN WORKING ON TRIPCO'S SYRIAN PROJECT, AL-GAZZAR, EGYPTIAN 
BY BIRTH, VOLUNTEERED FOLLOWING COMMENTS WITH WHICH EMBASSY 
DAMASCUS PROBABLY FAMILIAR, BUT WHICH ARE REPEATED AS OF POSSIBLE 
INTEREST. 

2. AL-GAZZAR SAID THAT SYRIANS HAVE ASKED FOR AND ACCEPTED 
HELP FROM EGYPTIANS REGARDING PREPARATION OF EXPLORATION 
AGREEMENTS, BUT THAT TERMS THAT EGYPTIANS ARE ASKING 
ARE TOO STIFF FOR CONCESSIONS IN SYRIA, WHICH ARE FAR MORE 
UNCERTAIN. UNLIKE EGYPTIANS, HE SAID, SYRIANS DO NOT HAVE 
ADEQUATE BASIC SEISMIC SURVEYS AVAILABLE TO COMPANIES. 
EXPLORATIONS ARE THERFORE MERELY STABS IN THE DARK, WHICH 
AT CURRENT PRICES ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE. 
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3. EMBOFF ASKED AL-GAZZAR WHAT ADVICE HE WOULD 
GIVE SYRIA. HE SAID SYRIANS SHOULD SOFTEN TERMS FOR AN 
INITIAL PERIOD TO GET ONE OR TWO AMERICAN COMPANIES TO SIGN 
UP. THEN GROW INTO EGYPTIAN BASED MODEL. FYI RADWAN 
IBRAHIM, EGPC AGREEMENTS DIRECTOR, WHO WENT TO SYRIA 
TO OFFER ASSISTANCE LAST YEAR, HAS SAID ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
THAT SYRIANS HAVE BEEN TOO RIGID IN IMPLEMENTING HIS 
SUGGESTIONS. END FYI. 
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